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Tuesday Nov 7, 2012 at 12:01 AM Shawn.D.Williams@TimesUnion.com It was an
exceptionally wet year for hollies. As a result, several local nurseries are having to
plant a lot more early this year than usual, and more so than most years. According
to the American Hollies Society, the Weather Service winter survey found about 180
percent of normal moisture for this time of year. At the height of the bloom,
hundreds of thousands of holly plants are being planted across the state in yards and
parks. Even if temperatures climb above freezing, the weather can still prevent holly
from setting fruit, making it difficult for holly crops to produce berries. "The problem
is not that we are planting an abnormally high number of hollies," said Rick Coleman,
owner of New York’s Large Fruit & Nursery in North Greenbush. "The problem is that
we are planting too early. "Many of these hollies in our woods that grew this spring
are not ready to fruit yet." Around this time of year in the past, Coleman would be
thoroughly immersed in the business of running his nursery, which he has owned and
managed for the past 20 years. This year, Coleman is not only researching and
selling hollies, but also making sure his son’s other businesses are running smoothly,
including his landscaping business and his paving company. "This is the first year in
a long time that we haven't had one kid in the nursery," Coleman said. 6d1f23a050
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