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Archives: station Up here on the north
coast of California, our KHCB radio station
is owned by the state, so it is subject to a
broadcast license. Unlike in the Rockies,
where we're owned and operated by the
individual stations, here there are special
rules involving allocating air time. Given
the high bandwidth of our radio signal,
we’re pretty much guaranteed to get a

time slot – all we have to do is make sure
that our news and public affairs

programming isn’t overly commercial. It’s
kind of like the difference between a soap
opera that is owned by the network and
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one that is operated by the local affiliate.
Our program schedule has changed, largely

in response to the budget crisis. Last
summer we added a Saturday morning
show, and we have been shifting news
programming, although these changes

have been rather slow. In response to the
budget cuts, we have shifted our line up of
programs on the news side, and we have
made some adjustments to the format on

the public affairs side. The most noticeable
differences are the different music, the

shorter timeframe for the news updates,
and some minor shifts in guest speakers.
As a result of these shifts, our listeners

have expressed a lot of confusion. They’re
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used to hearing a variety of shows, each of
which come on at different times of day. To

them, this is news – it’s like having a
different radio station every day of the

week! They want to know what’s coming on
at a certain time, and when it’s coming on.

There’s a lot of concern and confusion.
Fortunately, most of our listeners listen to

the radio “on-demand
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